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loudly, and it is the repetition of this word that announces the
death to every one in the house.
If 3. mistake has been made, and after the word Om has
been repeated and the death announced an old man should
recover, it is considered very inauspicious, especially for his
eldest son, but if the mistake has been made in the case of
a young man, it is not nearly so unlucky,
It is thought auspicious if a woman die during the night;
for, as a corpse cannot be removed from a house after sundown,
it will have to remain in the house all night. The explanation
given to the writer was that every woman, living or dead, is the
incarnation of Laksmi, but especially after death; so it is
very auspicious to have Laksmi remaining in the house all night.
On the other hand, it is very unlucky if the father of a
family die during the night, and some misfortune is sure to
overtake his surviving sons; but it is fortunate for every one if
he dies in the morning. We saw that a corpse could not be
taken to the burial-ground after sunset, but if a man dies even
a few minutes before the sun goes down, the mourners take
the body there, though it may involve their sitting beside the
pyre, perhaps in the bitter winter cold, from seven o'clock to
midnight.
A dead body is holy, so cannot be touched by any one who
is unbathed, nor can it be wrapped save in a silk cloth, or, if
that is not forthcoming, in. a newly washed and still wet one*
Such a cloth must be bought from the bazaar expressly for
the purpose, and when washed must be washed in holy water,
i. e, running water (even from a pipe), not water stored in the
house in jars. The body of an old man who has died between
sixty and eighty years of age is wrapped in white cloth, that
of a middle-aged man of forty or fifty in red, whilst the corpse
of a dearly-loved young man is sometimes clothed in rich
brocade. They wrap the body of a married woman who is so
fortunate as to die whilst her husband is living in rich red, or
bright green, or any other gaily-coloured material, but a widow
in white, blue, or black silk.